Transition allotment – contacts & issues
(Notes for Transition Heeley-Meersbrook Food Group Allotment Group (we need a new snappy name!))
Allotment location:

Enter Meersbrook site at main entrance; follow path to end, turn right, allotment is on the left on the corner where a path goes to the left (the far corner not the near corner).

Initial Jobs to be done:

· Trim back hedges 

· Plant or cover Bed1 (see site map)
· Clear Bed 2 & plant/cover

· General clearing / preparation of the site
· Develop planting / action plan for next season

Working the site:

The initial plan is for people to come every Sunday at around 10.30am. Keys are being copied and circulated around the group so that a number of people can be keyholders. If you want to work at another time get a key or borrow one from a keyholder. (Note: The keys are not a perfect fit and may need a bit of fiddling in the lock.)
Group members:

These can be identified by the email addresses. If nobody is opposed I will add phone numbers to this section (i.e. let me know if you don’t want your number adding by 26th October).  

Tools & materials
People should bring their own tools as far as possible. A few tools are secreted about the site (spade, fork, rake, watering cans). We may be able to make an arrangement with Kevin to store some in his shed.

· Useful tools: Spade, fork, lopper, shears, secateurs, trowel, dibber, rake, protective clothing – please add to this list
· Materials: 

Card / plastic sheet / carpet for covering soil to prevent weeds & hold in nutrients
Seeds

Manure / compost

Sticks, buckets, cold frames, netting, ………

Issues on the site:

There are various things to be aware of at Meersbrook allotments, such as scavenging by pigeons is a problem, the soil has a lot of heavy clay, building raised beds and adding improver such as rock dust can help. Kevin has developed a very nice wiki website for the allotments which cover a lot of useful issues:

http://heeley-allotments.wikispaces.com/
Issues requiring thought / discussion

Do we want to go on the waiting list for another allotment? This may have to be done in a person’s name, not sure if the group can go on.

Kevin has helped us greatly in getting started but doesn’t intend to be a formal member of the Group. He is usually at the allotments at weekends and can be called upon for advice. His plot is 3 along from the Transition allotment (on the main path, left side). Initially I will include Kevin in the mailings but he might want to not be included later on. 

