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Horticultural Cropping Tool 

for 

Community Supported Agriculture 

Instructions for Use

This programme is designed to help your cropping and rotation planning. We have added default values for 3 categories; these are intended only as a guide. 

At present the calculations only work one way (ie from people/crops through to area). We hope that the “growveg” tool we are developing will work both ways and thus allow you to calculate how many people might be fed from a certain area.
Number of People

Start with an estimate of how many people you think you might want to feed – you can always come back at any stage and alter it.
Quantity eaten per person per week

Sample figures have been added here. It is hard to get a perfect answer on this, but you could look at what other box schemes contain, or weigh actual quantities of produce that you consume per week.

Number of Weeks Supply 

Most box schemes will try and supply onions, potatoes and carrots every week. We have added suggested figures for the other crops listed, but these can all be changed
Price

We have put in suggested retail prices, however prices fluctuate according to season and even area of the country. You may also decide to put in wholesale prices for your business planning (in which case you could use a figure of approx 60% of the retail).

Area

We have used typical figures for yield for these crops, however yield figures are always variable and particularly difficult to transfer from large areas to smaller ones.  On the “growveg” version we plan to have a variable option for yield which would allow you to account for quality of land, experience of grower etc.
Fertility building / green manures

We would recommend that you build a fertility building phase into the rotation. We have set a default of 25% of the cropping area (or one year in 5). 
Crop failure

There will always be some failures, sometimes an entire crop or a reduction in all crops. We have factored in a 20% loss.
You should now have a total area

To get the plan to fit to a specified area you can either alter the number of people, crops or weeks.

Other Vegetables

We have only put a limited number of vegetables into the plan at this stage. The “growveg” version is planned to have a fuller range. 
